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1. linister President Otto Grotewhlis illness is gonuine, and there is no truth
in the many rurors to the contrary. However, it i= tie that he recently in-
curred tho extrome displeasure of the Tussians bocavse on his own initiative
he sent a note to the Polish governnent inquiring about the status of Gorran
prisoners of war in Ioland, He took this action without clearing either ith
Foreipn inistor Goeorg Dertinger or 'rith the Russians. The Polea rorlied
promptly, but Grotewohl was reprimanded,

2. Dertinger is also in bad health, and drinks exeessively even durin~ the day.
is acquaintances ascribe the excessive drinkingto a meneral feeling of in-
seenrity and doubts as to the correctness of hig decision to =ant in his lot
with the ¥ast. e ig zaid %o balieve that i1f s pukme ecomes he will not be
with urotewohl amonv the firsk ta na. huk he is almoat sure that “e will be in
the second batch, Recently he stated that the TMussians pay little attention
to him beeause he is not a Socialist; on the other hand, theyr aro really

. worried about Grotewolil, who is showing nore and riore Titoist tendencios, as
for exanple -in the matter of the prigoners of wmr in Poland,

3.  Dertinmerts pz‘iricipal Pussian contacts are with Anbasgador Pughltin, 'lis party -
colleasue Otto Muschke, on the other hand s talks with Ambassador V, -, Semeonowv,
but does not compare notes with Dertingsr on hat the Dusaiang have said,

bo In personnel mattors in his ministry, Dertinger sives rrefersnce to old-line
Corrmnists, in order to-av_oid wrandling, Tle rmkes no strong stand for vieus
accertabloe to the CDU. :

5. 1luschke 1s deserined as shov.-rih(.r, his ame, Ue often arpears to have fallen aslecp
at cabinet meetings, althoush aftorwards he acens to romerber everything that
hag been said,*

6. It is rororted that Semeanor is congldering the possibility of initiating talks
with offieials of the est Qerman governnent, with a view to exploring wmys and
mears for an E-~st-"leat rapprochenent. The percons resmded as most suitable for
such contacts are Jogof 1Miller (CsU) ana the Deruty Minister President of Lower
faxony, Glinter Gereks (CDU). These two men are revuted o he willine to act as
ro-botweens, but only if assured that a reasonable Wetification for discussion
will be proviled hy some concession on the vart of $he ‘Rﬁﬁsians, auch ag the
immediate return of certain catevories of nri goners, o::*‘%emitorial adiushmonta.
Puror has it that the Msnlans are now conniderias the advisability of such a
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7. Dertinner buzlieves that the Soviet ~overament will never agree to any Austrian
peace treaty before the question of Germanyis solved on a quadripartite basis.
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